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Overview 
Grange Big Local has been awarded £1million to spend on improving the local area. 

What is Big Local?  

Big Local is not about government or national organisations determining how the money is spent; it is not about 

individual groups fixing their own problem without consulting widely with the local community; and it is not 

about short term thinking - Big Local areas have 10 years or more to plan and deliver the best options for their 

area. Instead, Big Local puts the local community, and most importantly residents, firmly into the driving seat 

allowing them to identify local needs, take action and make a difference. In order to be successful and bring 

change, Big Local areas need to be flexible and realistic with their approach and be underpinned by the 

continuous involvement of residents supported by a local partnership which brings long-term thinking and the 

ability to build capacity and share learning. 

 Why does Grange Big Local need a Community Profile? 

A Community Profile is designed to offer a useful overview of a Big Local area and will support the process of 

creating a long-term vision for the Big Local area. This profile aims to highlight the current strengths and 

challenges in the Grange Big Local area.  It draws on information gained through a community survey conducted 

by the Grange Big Local steering group; data from national statistics; government documents; and the ideas 

raised in a Community Profile Workshop.  

This profile will begin an important planning and annual review resource and acts as a starting point to plan 

from and a guide to look back on and assess progress over time. It is to be used as a resource to help Grange Big 

Local make future decisions.  
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Summary 
This Community Profile document is a key step in the Big Local community pathway and gives an overview of 

the Grange Big Local area, located in East Finchley. This profile highlights and maps the community strengths 

and weaknesses, with the aim to help Grange Big Local to begin the planning stage of its work and create a 

vision. To collect information for this Community Profile, the Grange Big Local Steering Group have consulted 

with the local community via a survey, gained insights through a community profile workshop and analysed 

2011 census data. 

 

The Grange Big Local area is a place with many strengths to draw upon: it has a friendly and active community, 

is quite leafy and green and generally feels quite safe; it has good transport links and is close to central London 

and yet manages to maintain a ΨǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŦŜŜƭΩΤ ŀƴŘ it has many local community assets such as Martin Primary 

School and the Ann Owens centre.  People surveyed like the range of green spaces and play facilities, the local 

shops, and the improvements in local schools.  

 

However the area also faces challenges.  The Grange Big Local area has a high density of social housing and one 

of its LSOAs (Lower Super Output Areas) falls in the 30% most deprived in the country (Index of Multiple 

Deprivation 2010).  Residents suggest one weakness of the area is a lack of a ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΩΣ a place to bring 

its diverse population together. Respondents in the survey conducted expressed a strong desire to see more 

community events and activities specifically for young people and children and they highlighted the lack of a 

centrally-located community space as an obstacle to this desire.  

 

Within the scope of the survey respondents also expressed a desire for the playgrounds and parks in the area to 

be enhanced, the need for more play equipment, and better environmental maintenance in general. The 

community workshop also highlighted a desire for the green spaces within the Grange Big Local boundaries to 

be utilised further.   

 

Our research into the 2011 census data showed a growing population of children coupled with a lack of 

childcare facilities and services in the wider East Finchley ward.  Census data and the community profile 

workshop highlighted a need for Grange Big Local to reach out to different demographic groups within the 

Grange area, particularly those living on their own and those who live on Thomas More Estate.   
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The Grange Big Local Boundaries 
The Grange Big Local area is in East Finchley, Barnet. It is a small area located close to the busy North Circular.  It 

is enclosed to the East by the High Road, to the South by Church Lane and South West by East End Road. The 

Grange Big Local area includes the Grange Estate, along with Font Hills Estate, the Thomas More Estate and all 

the streets in between (including the Old Village). Long Lane runs almost centrally through the Big Local area, as 

does the Northern Line between East Finchley and Finchley Central. The map below shows the boundaries of 

the Big Local area.  
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Sources of Information for this Profile 
Survey Data 

The Grange Big Local has been consulting with people in the Grange Big Local area. We have surveyed 355 

people who live, work, go to school or volunteer in the area. People have submitted their surveys either online 

via the Grange Big Local website, by ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ bŜǿǎǘŜŀŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻǊ ōȅ filling them out at a 

number of community events in 2013.  

The survey asked three questions and allowed participants to fill out their answers in a blank box. The questions 

were:  

1) What do you like about the area? 

2) What would you like to see more of?  

3) What needs changing? 

 Chart 1 below shows the age range of those who completed the survey.   

 

 

The ethnicity of those who completed the surveys was requested. However in many cases this information was 

not provided.  A percentage breakdown of survey participantsΩ answers is included in the appendix.  

Community Profile Workshop 

A Community Profile Workshop was held on Saturday 8th March 2014 ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

was facilitated by Mobilise Public Ltd, the organisation appointed to support some areas of the steerinƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ 

work. It was attended by 14 people who comprised of members of the Grange Big Local steering group and 

people from organisations from across the community.  

The aim of this workshop was to take the group through the community profile information, identify any gaps, 

build statements and ideas around a range of themes that represent the GranƎŜ .ƛƎ [ƻŎŀƭΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ 

its strengths and needs, and finally identify potential future actions and next steps. 

Under 
10/11 
13% 

11 to 17 
9% 

18 to 21 
1% 

22 to 45 
44% 

45/46 to 65 
13% 

65+ 
4% 

Left Blank 
16% 

Chart 1: Age Range of those 
who have completed the 

survey 
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In this profile, we have pulled out ideas discussed in the workshop and created a vision for Grange Big Local and 

the Grange area based on this work.   

Statistical Data and Information  

Statistical data used in this profile was taken from 2011 census data available on the Neighbourhood Statistics 

website. To focus on the Grange Big Local area, we built up a custom area as close to the Grange Big Local 

boundaries as possible and extracted data on this area. Due to the way data on smaller areas is collected by 

Neighbourhood Statistics (Super Output Areas), we were only able to create an approximation for the Grange 

Big Local area. The map below shows this approximated area:   

 

Other documents and sources 

We used a number of other sources to collect information for this profile including Ofsted Reports, Barnet 

Council documents and websites for local organisations such as Bishop Douglass School.  
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Community Asset Mapping 
East Finchley Altogether Better have developed a map of community assets in the Grange Big Local area but also 

more widely. This map highlights key educational establishments, businesses, health facilities, outdoor spaces, 

residential areas and more. The map is featured below, and the key is on the following page.  

The Community Asset Map shows the strength of the community, and the opportunities and social value within 

the Grange area.  
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Key 
East Finchley wide/non map specific: 
61 The Archer newspaper 
66 East Finchley Festival 

67 Christmas Fair 
68 Finchley Memorial Hospital and grounds 
71 Casserole Club 

Businesses/shops/cafes with community aspect: 
1 Phoenix Cinema 
2 Finchley Youth Theatre 
3 Hampstead Garden Institute (Arts Centre) 
4 Anne Owens Centre 

5 Green Man Community Centre 
7 East Finchley Library 
8 Post Office 
15 Old Barn Community Centre 
мс hŀƪ [ŀƴŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

17 Bobath Centre 
19 Manor Gym Club 
20 LA Fitness Gym Club 
21 Campbell & Syme Coffee Shop 
22 Finchley Open Arts Fair led by artists in East 
Finchley - homes in the area. 
23 The Grange Big Local 
28 Somali & Bravanese Centre (recently 
destroyed) 
нф .ƻȅŘŜƴΩǎ /ŀŦŞΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŀƴŜ 
30 Power League 
31 East Finchley Combat Academy 
32 Five Bells Pub, East End Road 
41 Thomas More Estate 
43 Finchley Charities ς Willmott Close 
45 Local shops 
46 Market Place Shops & Post Office 
47 Hampstead Garden Suburb Volunteers Library 
48 Seasons Cafe 
49 East Finchley Town Centre 
50 White Lion Pub 
51 Bald Faced Stag Pub, High Street 
52 Windsor Castle Pub 
62 Constitutional Club 
64 Cherry Tree Wood cafe 
65 Cherry Tree Wood Pavilion 
69 Bike and Run shop 
70 Chorak Cafe 
Educational/Religious establishments: 
6 Martin Primary School 
12 Bishop Douglass School 
мп bŜǿǎǘŜŀŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
18 Holy Trinity School 
24 Monkey Puzzle Nursery 

25 Eden Primary School 
26 ChristΩǎ College Finchley School 
54 Fortismere School 
56 Treehouse School 
72 Brookland School 
73 Archer Academy 
53 Holy Trinity Church 
34 Nazareth House 
37 East Finchley Baptist Church 
38 East Finchley Methodist Church 
оф {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
40 Shree Aden Mithramandal Community Centre 
Residential centres: 
42 Sheltered housing 
44 Sheltered housing 
33 Fairacres Care Home 
Health Centres: 
58 East Finchley Medical Practice 
59 Cherry Tree Surgery 
60 Woodlands Medical Practice 
Outdoor spaces: 
9 Cherry Tree Woods 
10 Coldfall Woods 
11 Stanley Field (Archer Academy) 
13 Vale Farm Allotment 
27 New tennis club (coming soon) 
35 Allotments 
36 Fuel Land Allotments 
63 Brownswell Playground 
55 Tennis Club 
рт /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tƭŀȅ !ǊŜŀ 
 

  



10 |  P a g e 
 

People 
Population 

The population of the Grange Big Local area is estimated at 5,396, with 4092 residents of working age (16 to 

74). There are 2346 households in the Grange Big Local area.  

Age Structure 

Table 1 below shows the age breakdown in the Grange Big Local area. The table shows a significant 

proportion of the population (2939) is aged from 25-60. It also shows that large numbers of the population 

are aged under10 and over 60.  

 

Young People & Children 

When survey participants were asked what they would like to see more of, the second most common 

response to this question, with 19% of answers highlighting it, were suggestions for young people and 

children. Respondents described a lack of youth facilities and a lack of activities for both young people and 

children. Some typical responses were as follows: 

ά¸ƻǳǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎέ 
άaƻǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦέ 

άaƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘΦέ 
 

These survey results show that residents are concerned that activities for young people and children are 

lacking and this could be an area the Grange Big Local might like to investigate and improve.  
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Age Breakdown Grange 
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Dependent Children  

According to 2011 census data, more than half of the families*1 living in the Grange Big Local area have no 

dependent children. Table 2 shows the breakdown of families with or without dependent children.  

Attendees at the community profile workshop highlighted that this is an important consideration for Grange 

Big Local.  Often the assumption made is that the Big Local area and East Finchley as a whole is all about 

families and children when the data clearly shows that there is also a high number of families without 

dependent children.  

 

Family Structure  

The three tables on the following page (Table 3) show the age range and number of dependent children in 

families in the Grange Big Local area and show a growth in families with younger children. Furthermore, 

according to the Barnet Childcare Sufficiency Assessment (2011), Ψ9ŀǎǘ CƛƴŎƘƭŜȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ /ƻƭƛƴŘŀƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ 

LSOA in the 10% most deprived nationally has the second lowest rate of relative supply of early yearsΩ 

ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜΦΩ This shows a mismatch between the growth of younger families in the Grange area and access to 

childcare provisions in the wider East Finchley area.  A lack of childcare provision was also brought up by a 

number of attendees at the community profile workshop.  

  

                                                           
*National Statistics define the term family as: A family is defined as a group of people who are either a married, civil partnered, or cohabiting couple, 
with or without child(ren); a single parent with child(ren); a married, civil partnered, or cohabiting couple with grandchild(ren) but no children in the 
intervening generation present; a single grandparent with grandchild(ren) but no children in the intervening generation present; or two or more 
individuals who are related in some other way. Children in couple families need not belong to both members of the couple. For single or couple 
grandparents with grandchildren present, the children of the grandparent(s) may also be present if they are not parents or grandparents of the 
youngest generation present. 

705 

351 

223 

108 

No children 1 child 2 children 3 or more children

Table 2: Families and dependent children 
(Total 1387) 
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Table 3: Age & Number of Dependent Children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are a number of lone parent households with dependent children in the Grange Big Local area. Census 

data shows that in 2011, 197 of the 2346 households were single parent households with dependent 

children. The recorded employment situations of these lone parent households are shown in Table 4 below, 

and shows around half are not in employment.   

 

Living Arrangements 

The following table shows a significant number of people living in single person households. Attendees to 

the community profile workshop expressed concern about this and explained that there was a need to 

better understand this demographic group. There was some concern that those living alone could be 

vulnerable.  

53 
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40
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Lone Parent in Part-Time
Employment

Lone Parent in Full-Time
Employment

Lone Parent Not in
Employment

Table 4: Lone Parent Households with 
Dependent Children (Total 197) 
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At the community profile workshop, there was discussion about the importance of considering this 

demographic group in the Grange Big Local plans moving forward. Attendees felt that this group needed to 

be included in the plans to a further degree.   

Table 5: Number of People in Household 

 

Languages 

79% of the Grange population speak English as their main language. According to the 2011 census, aside 

from English, the main languages spoken in the Big Local area are Gujarati at 3%, Polish at 2% and Farsi / 

Persian at 1% of the population. The other 15% is made up of a multitude of other languages; Table 6 below 

really shows the variety of languages spoken in the Grange Big Local area. The table on the following page 

only includes other languages that are spoken by ten or more people in Grange. There are another 38 

different main languages spoken by 10 or less people.  
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Those at the community profile workshop were surprised that the figure for people who did not speak 

English as their main language (21%) was not higher. They believed that this would have shifted in the past 

few years, and that the Grange community had become more multicultural.   

Community Cohesion  

When asked what they liked about the area, the most common answer was about the community feel. The 

following survey answers demonstrate those responses:   

 ά¢ƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŦŜŜƭέ 

ά9ŀǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜϥǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

 

The survey results paint a picture of Grange as a strong and active community, where neighbours know each 

other and care about each other. However, those in the community profile workshop still had concerns 

about community cohesion. Although some felt it had improved over the past few years (that residents now 

see school children of different races playing together in the street) there still was some concern that people 

of different groups do not mix and there are other divisions in the Grange area such as between those who 

are financially better and others who are worse off.  

 

Another divide in the Grange Big Local area is the railway 

line that cuts through separating the Thomas More area 

from the more northern parts of Grange. Attendees at the 

workshop were concerned about the lack of involvement in 

Big Local of residents from the Thomas More Estate. 

Furthermore, attendees expressed a concern that the 

Grange Estate ŦŜƭǘ ΨŎǳǘ ƻŦŦΩ ŦǊƻƳ other, more affluent parts 

of East Finchley.  There was a sense that the Grange Big 
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Local Area ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŀ ΨƘŜŀǊǘΩ, somewhere neutral, a place for all to mix which could bring people together and 

that currently this was lacking.  

 

In answer to the survey question ΨǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦΚΩ, events and activities was the third 

most common response with answers including the following:  

άMore events like this!έ 
άMore community eventsέ 

 
This demonstrates a desire to bring people together in the Grange Big Local area.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Grange Vision for People  
¶ A place and more community events to bring the diverse population more together  

¶ To reach out to people without children and those living on their own 

¶ A response to the growing number of families with young children and the lack of childcare 

¶  A desire for more activities for children and young people  

¶ The need to reach out further to residents of the Thomas More Estate 
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Natural & Built Environment  
The Grange Big Local area is located in leafy East Finchley. In the survey, when asked what was liked about 

the area, respondents mentioned the greenness and the natural environment as the second most common 

answer. Furthermore, the third most common answer was about the general atmosphere of the area and 

that it felt calm and peaceful.  The Grange area is fortunate in that like many areas of London, it has a range 

of green spaces and trees. Within the Grange Big Local boundaries there is Stanley Road Fields (to become 

sports facilities for The Archer Academy with community access) and the Vale Farm Allotments along with a 

number of small green areas and play facilities. Near to the Grange Big Local are Cherry Tree Woods, Coldfall 

Woods, St Stephens Gardens, Long Lane Pasture and Victoria Park. The area is also surrounded by other 

types of green spaces including a number of allotment sites and two large cemeteries.   

 

Attendees at the workshop felt that there was an additional valuable network of smaller green spaces but 

that these were underutilised and the community needed to work together to make them real community 

resources. Some believed that open spaces were seen by local residents as breeding grounds for anti-social 

behaviour and crime but they felt this notion needed to be challenged and that open spaces could be used 

for positive community purposes.   

 

Although the survey results point to a general 

appreciation of the natural environment in the area, 

they also suggest concerns with upkeep and 

improvement. Respondents described overgrown 

greenery, damaged fences and the need for a more 

improved upkeep of green areas. Other common 

suggestions mentioned in the survey responses 

when asked what needed changing was doing 

something about the litter in the area, the dog mess 

and the general untidiness.   

 

These ideas were also discussed in the community profile workshop and attendees explained that they felt 

some parts of the Grange Big Local area were neglected and had a sense ƻŦ ΨŦŀŘŜŘ ƎƭƻǊȅΩΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ 

about improvements being piecemeal, for example the underpass under the train track which was built with 

good intentions but is always on the local CouncillorsΩ list of things that need attention.  

 

Playground and Parks 

Brownswell playground falls just within the Grange Big Local boundaries aƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀ at 

Market Place which is just outside the area. 
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In the survey, when participants were asked what they would like to see more of, the most common 

response was about the parks and playgrounds in the area. Examples of answers are as follows: 

 
άtƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘǎέ 

άtƭŀȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ - ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭέ 
άaƻǊŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŧǳƴ ǎǘǳŦŦέ 

άNice park that's close, with decent equipment, redevelopment of parkέ 
ά.etter playgrounds, at Brownswell Rd - more in them, more for older children 9+έ 

 
It was clear that a significant number of people were supportive of enhancing the park and playground 
facilities in the Grange area, and this desire was echoed in the community profile workshop, with attendees 
describing a need for further equipment in the current playgrounds and parks.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Vision for Natural & Built Environment 
¶ Ensure green spaces do not become prone to anti-social behaviour and utilise them more for 

positive community purposes 

¶ Enhance parks and playgrounds ς improve the equipment ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 

¶ The idea of ΨŦŀŘŜŘ ƎƭƻǊȅΩ - an improvement in the upkeep of the local area  




